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the ceremony of a trial, must have pressed upon her mind, as
she glanced at the appalling document. Her virtue, it is true,
could not be impugned as theirs had been, but she had disap-
pointed the expectation confidently stated by the Mug in the
act for settling the succession to the crown, *( that their union
might be blessed with offspring."

When Katharine Parr became aware, from the perusal of the
paper so providentially brought to her, that a bill for her attainder
was prepared, and saw that the king had treacherously given his
sanction to the machinations of her foes, she concluded that she
was to be added to the list of his conjugal decapitations, and fell
into an hysterical agony.   She occupied an apartment contiguous
to that of the sick and froward monarch, and, as she fell from
one fit into another, her shrieks and cries reached his ears,
Finding they continued for many hours, he sent to inquire what
was the matter.   Katharine's physician, Dr. Trendy, informed
the royal messenger " that the queen was dangerously ill, and
that it appeared that her sickness was caused by distress of
mind."   When the king heard this, he was either moved with
unwonted feelings of compunction, or reminded, by his own
increasing infirmities, which had confined him for the last two
days to his bed, of her unrivalled skill as a nurse; and feeling,
perhaps for the first time, how much he should miss her in that
capacity if death deprived him of her services, he determined to
pay her a visit.   This act of royal condescension was the more
remarkable, because it was attended with great personal incon-
venience to himself, for he was carried in a chair into queen
Katharine's apartment, being at that time unable to walk.   He
found her heavy and melancholy, and apparently at the point of
death, at which he evinced much sympathy, as if really alarmed
at the idea of losing her.    She testified a proper degree of
gratitude for the honour of his visit, " which," she assured him,
"had greatly revived and rejoiced her."    She also expressed
herself much distressed at having seen so little of his majesty of
late, adding, that her uneasiness at this was increased by her
apprehensions of having been so unhappy as to have given him
some unintentional offence.   Henry replied only with gracious
and encouraging expressions of his good-will.   During the rest of
this interview, Katharine behaved in so humble and endearing a
manner, and so completely adapted herself to the humour of her
imperious lord, that, in the excitement caused by the reaction of
Ms feelings, he betrayed to her physician the secret of the plot
against her life.   The physician being both a good and a prudent
person, acted as a mediator with his sovereign in the first instance,